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KINGSLEY ELECTORATE � HOONING 
Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [9.34 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police and for Road Safety 
and regards hooning. Hooning is an issue for many people in all electorates. It is not peculiar to just the 
electorate of Kingsley that I represent. I have regular contact with many constituents who are very concerned and 
distressed about the issue. We have very good suburban roads in Kingsley that handle a steady traffic flow rather 
than great volumes of traffic. There are major roads that pick up the extra volume. I commend the City of 
Joondalup because it does a very good job of maintaining our roads and managing and monitoring road usage. 
The City of Joondalup also responds well to queries from residents and people like me when we want to know 
how traffic is flowing. However, this picture I have described of serene roads in my electorate of Kingsley does 
not reflect the actual case. What does reflect the true situation are the many black tyre marks on suburban roads 
in Kingsley. What is unusual about the black marks is that they do not run in straight lines but in all sorts of 
different directions. In fact, they continue beyond the roads onto footpaths, kerbs and median strips. My 
understanding of how an average vehicle performs on the roads is that it does not create marks when being 
driven normally. From these black marks, it is obvious that something unusual is going on. In fact a little more 
investigation helps us to understand that it takes a lot more activity than normal driving to make black tyre marks 
on our roads. By a lot more activity, I am talking about revving motors, �doughnuts�, �fish tails�, squealing 
tyres, burn-outs, fast acceleration, fast breaking and even drag racing.  

I am very confident that the skills I have mentioned in the performance of these activities are not requirements in 
a driving licence test. In fact, I know that I did not need these skills when I completed my class-C driver�s 
licence and my heavy duty vehicle licence nor were they part of my advanced-skills driving course. At no time 
did I ever have to perform what I have been calling those �skills�, but I might need to change that word later. 
However, those skills appear to be activities that many people seem to think they need and, once they have them, 
they want to demonstrate them. These are the actions that are causing concern within my community. I will stop 
calling them skills because I do not believe they are. Some of the fallout from these actions is odour from the 
smell of burning rubber and a lot of noise from things such as screeching tyres, engines revving and tyre blow-
outs. The noise generally occurs between 10.00 pm and 4.00 am when we should not be hearing that sort of 
noise, but, of course, that is not the only time. These noises and odours cause distress and concern to the local 
residents. Generally, it means that they have less sleep because they tend not to go back to sleep once they have 
been woken. They fear also for their safety and the good constituents of my electorate fear for the safety of the 
people driving the vehicles.  

I would like to spend a bit more time on safety because I believe it is important. Hooning is a very, very unsafe 
activity. It is actually unsafe for the people driving the vehicles, even though they do not seem to appreciate that 
at the time. It is unsafe also for people in nearby houses. We have all read about crashes involving vehicles 
careering off the road into people�s homes. People driving other vehicles might, unfortunately, be on the road at 
the same time; they may be on motorbikes or bicycles or in trucks, other cars or whatever. There may be people 
walking along the footpaths or children playing in their yards. In my electorate most houses are on blocks of land 
with yards; they are not apartments, so people are out playing and we want to encourage that. This safety issue 
became even more evident to me last Saturday�I mentioned it earlier in the week�when hooning on a local 
road was occurring at 4.30 in the afternoon. When one of the vehicles blew a tyre, I thought the driver would 
stop there and then, but the peculiar thing was that the person drove 150 metres with only three good tyres and 
parked the car in the driveway of the house in my electorate, so the hooning was not even occurring very far 
away. It is not as though hoons are driving elsewhere to do it; they are doing it in their own backyard. I am not 
going to give too many details of this incident because I am still going through the process. It is certainly taking 
a fair bit of my time.  

We talked much about the lack of respect earlier this week for property and people. I believe hooning is just 
another case of lack of respect for people and property. But it also is very, very unsafe. Putting it simply, 
hooning is disturbing, it is destructive and it is dangerous. Minister, what assurances can I give my electorate that 
the government will be acting on this issue?  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Police) [9.39 am]: I am very happy to respond to the member 
for Kingsley�s grievance. I will answer the last part of the member�s grievance first. I give an assurance to the 
member for Kingsley, on behalf of the government, that we will deal with hoons. We will deal with those people 
who create a nuisance on our roads and create a safety concern for other road users. That is the first point.  

I am aware of the number of constituents who have contacted the member for Kingsley�s office about hoons. As 
the member quite rightly said in her grievance, I imagine that applies to every single member of the house. If 
there is a member in the house who has not had a complaint from one of their constituents of hoon behaviour, 
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then I would say that member must live on some sort of island! I would say that every single member in this 
house has had to face that problem.  

I will also give the assurance to the member for Kingsley that the government has taken control of the hoon 
legislation. As the member would be aware, we are toughening up the legislation that is already in place. My 
good friend, the member for Balcatta, when he was the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, told this 
house that we could not extend a period of impounding vehicles from 48 hours to seven days. He said this 
Parliament did not have that authority. I argued relentlessly at the time with the member for Balcatta that this 
Parliament is the place where we make laws and we can make a law to extend an impounding period from 
48 hours to seven days. Under tremendous pressure from the general public, who were sick and tired of the 
disgraceful behaviour of these irresponsible hoons, the then minister, the member for Balcatta, changed the 
legislation in this Parliament to extend the first offence impounding period from 48 hours to seven days. He has 
not quite yet admitted that he got it wrong the first time�I am still waiting for him to admit it to me.  

Member for Kingsley, we do take the issue of hoon driving very seriously. I certainly get calls from constituents 
in my electorate about the behaviour of these disgraceful drivers. These drivers do create a nuisance and they do 
create a problem. Probably the two areas that affect people�s lives more than anything in our constituencies are 
hoon behaviour and graffiti. They are the biggest issues in everybody�s electorate, I would suggest, as a constant 
stream. There are other issues that come and go, but graffiti and hooning have been constant for the past five 
years at least. Even with the new penalties that are now in place, these stupid, irresponsible drivers are still out 
there creating that offence of not only leaving disgraceful rubber marks on the roads from burnouts�as the 
member quite rightly said they are not normally in a straight line, they are in circles and zigzag lines, where they 
do doughnuts�but also they are done at speed. The engine is revving enormously when these people do that, to 
be able to leave those tyre marks on the streets. It is not only unsightly, it is visual pollution�there is no 
question about that. It is also very dangerous.  

The member for Kingsley mentioned in her grievance that safety was an issue. I can assure the member that it is 
an issue. As Minister for Police and for Road Safety I take that aspect very seriously. We have seen some stupid 
hoon behaviour that has resulted in terrible accidents. Last week I was driving in the middle lane on the freeway, 
travelling at about 98 kilometres an hour � 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I was doing about 98 kilometres an hour. I had put my cruise control on �  

Mr M.P. Murray: With the window wound down and a smoke in his mouth! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No. I do not go poaching, my friend! I keep within the law. I would keep very quiet if I 
were you, my good friend. That is the trouble! God said, �Come unto me with clean hands�, and the member for 
Collie-Preston cannot do that! I will get back to the member for Kingsley�s grievance, if members opposite 
would allow me to do that.  

I was going up the freeway travelling at 98 kilometres an hour. I had set the cruise control. I definitely was not 
going over the speed limit. There were other cars to the right of me and to the left of me, at a distance. Out of the 
blue, one car, driven by a young man, came zooming past me on the outside lane. He must have been doing 
130 kilometres an hour at least. Within seconds, another car, also driven by a young hoon, came zooming up on 
the left of me. They were obviously road racing. They were both doing at least 130 kilometres an hour�that was 
my estimation. I thought, �Do they want to depart this earth?� They were putting in danger not only themselves, 
but also other road users. I wished I had a portable video camera to record their registration numbers and I would 
have certainly reported them to the police and given evidence against them. It is that sort of stupid behaviour that 
puts other people�s lives at risk.  

We are toughening the law on hoons. We are extending the second offence for hoon drivers from 28 days to 
three months. If people cannot learn the first time by having their car impounded for seven days, we think they 
need to learn their lesson. But the important lesson will be on the third offence, because we will mandatorily 
confiscate�that word �mandatory� that members opposite do not like to hear�the vehicle. We will mandatorily 
confiscate the vehicle on a third offence.  

A case is before the courts today of a hoon driver who is on the third offence. I am not going to cross the 
sub judice rule. An application has been made by police to confiscate the vehicle of that hoon driver. It will be 
very interesting to see how that magistrate responds to the request from police that that vehicle be confiscated. If 
it is a third hooning offence, the driver does not deserve any more chances�the driver should lose his or her car. 
Under our legislation a hoon driver will lose the car mandatorily.  
 


